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Abstract NAHLA: The Formative Years, 1985—1997 NAHLA: Coming of Age, 1997 - present

Background: NAHLA has been in existence for 22 years as a very active Chapter of CHLA/ABSC. This is the first attempt to create a narrative Original Bylaws: 1985. Provide professional support and fellowship to the membership and to foster quality health information services in Northern Alberta. . One former Executive reminisced about her first exposure to NAHLA in the 1990s, “I was very impressed with the group. They had a very short
history of the Association. A grant was obtained from the CHLA/ABSC Chapter Initiatives Fund to support this project. business meeting and then had a nice guest speaker. There was a lovely cheese platter. The food was stellar. The atmosphere was stellar. I
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Objective: The purpose of the NAHLA History project is to capture, collect and document the history and activities of NAHLA, record and share the . Before email and conference calling, communication between NAHLA members was limited. One former member said that in the early days, NAHLA “was a very social, thought “this is a posh, very effective group to be involved with’.
’ ’ bonding experience, and a way to get to know other health librarians who I spoke on the phone with a lot during the day.” A second participant further volunteered that

process with other Chapters, and systematically organize NAHLA documents for delivery to the Provincial Archives of Alberta, where they will be . ) i ) ) ) i o
meetings existed because they were more inclusive — you could communicate with more than one person at a time”.

available for research and study.

. NAHLA’s AGM was originally held in members’ homes or restaurants. One former executive member said: “I’m all about open access! I didn’t want

people to have to pay for dinner at the AGM, and when we held it at restaurants they had to. We COULD afford it!”
. In the first decade of NAHLA, members were concerned with the shifting political environment. One Executive recollected “that a lot of events were based on the current

Methods: A NAHLA History Working Group collected, reviewed and organized existing documentation and gleaned additional information from “political” situation, they weren’t out of a catalogue, they weren’t specifically library related, they were more topics of interest to things going on in the health care field . In the late 1990s, the emphasis of NAHLA shifted away from politics and became more focused on education, with the Leading Edge workshops and the

issues of BMC/JCHLA. Individuals who played a key role in the establishment of the Chapter, and others who made significant contributions, participated in general” Teaching, Research, Education, “Nowledge, Direction, Strength (TRENDS) mini-conference. One member recollected that “the whole intent of

in focus groups or interviews to acquire anecdotal information relevant to the historical record. . In 1988, upon submitting a response to the Premier’s Commission on the Future of Health Care for Albertan’s, a former Executive member explained that “working to write the LN D49 oS U RE LT RO (DL 3D HOACA L b ITT TTEIRS w00 L7 AT O BRSBTS

response to the government was really good for NAHLA, and it was really good that we got a politician to come and speak. It helped us see that we could accomplish . Preparation for the 2003 CHLA/ABSC Conference was remembered as being very organized and very low stress, including the comment that: “we had

things. We may not have got any real results out of it, besides getting the politician to come and speak, but that was a really good thing.” done it, and done it well the first time, so the second time wasn’t stressful because we knew what we were doing and we knew we could do it!”
C lacion: i | | | | - o | . P%am}mg for the 1990 CHLA/IE&B SC co.nference started in 1988. One of the founding NAHLA Executive commented that. before the conierence, we were a chapter, but we . Many of the focus group participants commented about serving on the Executive, including one member who said “serving on the Executive is an
onclusion: This project contributes to the body of knowledge about health librarianship in Canada. It engenders a sense of pride in our profession, didn’t have a whole lot of drive. I think that first CHLA conference drew everyone together and gave us a lot of drive and purpose opportunity. You can lean how to chair meetings in a non-threatening environment and take advantage of learning different roles, such as

acknowledges our accomplishments, and encourages professional development. It demonstrates capacity building among members, facilitates knowledge . “We never did a sloppy job! We were VERY professional as a group. And I thought for just a small number of us, it was pretty amazing!” Treasurer, President, etc.”
transfer by serving as a model for promoting similar initiatives in other CHLA Chapters, and benefits future research.

Results: Final products include a qualitative narrative history of NAHLA, publication to JCHLA, a Fact Sheet on the process of reporting Chapter
histories, and submission of NAHLA records to the Provincial Archives of Alberta for preservation.

Hospital Library Group: 1990

In the early 1990s, some hospital librarians working in Edmonton felt a sense of 1solation in their positions. Contact with other NAHLA colleagues helped to ease this isolation but - -
ACknOWIEdgements there were only three or four NAHLA meetings each year. There was a need for an informal but frequent forum to discuss matters of mutual interest and concern. In response to NAHLA MlSSlon Statement
this need, the Hospital Library Group was formed in 1990 as a sub-group of NAHLA. Still active, the Group’s objectives are to encourage ongoing communication among . . . o :
This project was supported by a grant from NAHLA and the CHLA/ABSC Chapter Initiatives Fund. members, to offer a forum for the exchange of information between the Group and the John W. Scott Health Sciences Library, University of Alberta, and to continue to foster NAHLA Mission Statement: Empowering health information specialists in Northern Alberta to support health care and research, through leadership,
mutually beneficial services for all concerned. advocacy, networking and education.




